C 20 H 30 N4O4P 2 S4Zn, triclinic, P1 (no. 2), a = 8.01840(1) Å, b = 8.4326(1) Å, c = 23.5086(2) Å, α = 80.478(1)°, β = 80.679(1)°, γ = 76.112(1)°, V = 1509.37(3) Å 3 , Z = 2, Rgt(F) = 0.0449, wR ref (F 2 ) = 0.1182, T = 100(2) K.
CrysAlis PRO [1] , SHELX [2, 3] , WinGX/ORTEP [4] Part of the polymeric structure is shown in the figure. Table 1 contains crystallographic data and Table 2 contains the list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters. 
Source of material

Experimental details
The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5Ueq(C). The maximum and minimum residual electron 
Comment
The isomeric, potentially bridging molecules, 1,2bis(n-pyridylmethylene)hydrazine, n-NC5H4C(H)=N-N=C(H)C5H4N-n, often referred to as the n-pyridylaldazines (n-PyAld), have revealed interesting monodentate modes of coordination in their adducts with zinc-triad 1,1-dithiolates [5] . For example, when the metal node is zinc complexed to dithiocarbamate ( − S 2 CN(R)R′) and the ligand is 4-PyAld, monodentate coordination of 4-PyAld is observed in mononuclear Zn[S 2 CN(iPr)CH 2 CH 2 OH] 2 (4-PyAld) with five-coordinate zinc(II) [6] ; the non-coordinating pyridyl-nitrogen atom engages in hydroxy-O-H· · · N(pyridyl) hydrogen bonding. When 3-PyAld is employed and the 1,1-dithiolate ligand is dithiophosphate [ − S 2 P(OR) 2 ], bidentate bridging is found in {Zn[S 2 P(O-iPr) 2 ] 2 (3-PyAld)}n, (I), which is a one-dimensional coordination polymer with a step-ladder topology [7] . In the present report, the crystal and molecular structures of the ethyl analogue of the latter is described as it is well documented in the structural chemistry of the zinc-triad 1,1-dithiolates that changes in R groups can have profound implications on the ultimate structural motif adopted in the solid-state [5, 8] .
The asymmetric unit of (I) comprises Zn[S 2 P(OEt) 2 ] 2 and two-half 3-PyAld molecules as each is disposed about a centre of inversion, as indicated in the figure (70% probability displacement ellipsoids; the unlabelled atoms of the N1-3-PyAld molecule are related by the symmetry operation (i) 2 − x, 1 − y, 1 − z and those of the N3-3-PyAld molecule by (ii) 1 − x, − y, 2 − z). The zinc(II) centre is tetrahedrally coordinated by two sulphur atoms derived from two monodentate dithiophosphate anions as well as two nitrogen atoms derived from two different 3-PyAld molecules. The
